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Iona Gallagher accepts instructions in all areas of public and private children law, and
in injunctive applications under the Family Law Act 1996.

Iona has completed the FLBA’s Vulnerable Witness Training.

Expertise

Public Law Children

Iona has represented local authorities, parents and Guardians at various stages of care proceedings including final hearings. She is
confident managing vulnerable clients, those with limited cognitive functioning, mental health difficulties, and those struggling with
alcohol/substance misuse. Iona is also familiar with the FDAC process. Prior to completing her pupillage, Iona spent two years
working in a law firm in London focusing almost exclusively on care proceedings. She has worked complex care cases, including
NAI cases.

Iona represented an Intervenor in a NAI cases on a pro bono basis through Advocate. The case did not proceed to the FFH and, as
such, no findings were made against her client.

Private Law Children

Iona has represented applicants and respondents and is regularly instructed at all stages of proceedings, including multi-day fact-
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finding hearings. She is confident pursuing or defending allegations of domestic abuse and parental alienation. Iona adopts a
focused approach and is able to work through complex cases efficiently.

Iona is experienced working with vulnerable clients and is able to ensure they feel that their voice is heard during proceedings.

Iona has also appeared in the High Court representing clients on s.19 applications, and international children matters.

Awards
Young Pro Bono Barrister of the Year, Advocate (2025)

Marshall Hall Trust Award, Inner Temple (2023)

Ones to Watch in the City 2023, Brummell Magazine (2023)

Inspirational Women in Law Finalist (2022)

Rising Star in Law (Lynne Freeman) Award Winner, We are the City (2022)

Outstanding Contribution to Pro Bono / Volunteering, GROW Mentorin (2021)

Rising Star in Law (Lynne Freeman) Finalist, We are the City (2021)

Exhibition Scholarship, Inner Temple (2018)

Professional Memberships
Association of Lawyers for Children

Family Bar Association

London Irish Lawyers Association

Inner Temple

Specialist Training
Vulnerable Witness Training, FLBA


